
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE AS DEATH 
APPROACHES

ʿ

The Islamic will



خِرُوْنَ سَاعَةً وَلََ يسَْتقَْدِمُوْن
ْ
جَلهُُمْ لََ يسَْتَأ

َ
فَإذَِا جَاءَٓ أ

When their times arrives, they cannot delay it 
for a moment nor could they advance it.

Sūrah ʾAʿrāf: 34

كُُُ نَفْسٍ ذَآئقَِةُ المَْوتْ
Every soul shall taste death

Sūrah Āl-Imrān: 185



نَّكَ غَرِيبٌْ، 
َ
نيْا كأ كُنْ فِِ الدُّ

وْ عََبرُِ سَبِيلٍْ 
َ
أ

“Live in this world as if you are a traveler 
or a wayfarer”

Ṣaḥīḥ Bukhārī #6416



The Messenger of Allāh n mentions:
الكَْيِّسُ مَنْ دَانَ نَفْسَهُ وعََمِلَ لمَِا بَعْدَ المَْوتِْ 
 ِ تْبَعَ نَفْسَهُ هَوَاهَا وَتَمَنََّّ عََلَ اللَّّ

َ
وَالعَْاجِزُ مَنْ أ

“The intelligent person is the one who controls his 
self-desires and perform deeds for after his death.
And the helpless person is the one who follows his 

self-desires and relies on Allāh l”
Jāmiʿ Tirmidhī #2459



Guidelines on 
writing 

an Islamic will



ʿAbdullah ibn ʿUmar s, the eminent scholar and 
companion of the prophet n narrates that the 

Messenger of Allāh n said:
“It is not permissible for any Muslim who has 

something to will to stay for two nights without 
having his will and testament written and kept ready 

with him.” 
Ṣaḥīḥ Bukhārī #2738



The Following Should Be Considered 

When Writing A Wasiyyah (Will):

❖ A w a ṣ i y y a h c a n o n l y b e m a d e f o r u p t o o n e t h i r d ( 1 / 3 ) o f t h e e s t a t e
t h a t r e m a i n s a f t e r d i s c h a r g e o f t h e f u n e r a l e x p e n s e s a n d u n p a i d
d e b t s . F u n e r a l e x p e n s e s a n d f i n a n c i a l d e b t s m u s t b e p a i d b a c k e v e n
i f t h e r e i s n o t h i n g l e f t f o r t h e r e l a t i v e s a f t e r p a y i n g t h e m .

❖ A w a ṣ i y y a h s h o u l d o n l y b e m a d e f o r t h o s e r e l a t i v e s a n d f r i e n d s w h o
a r e n o t e n t i t l e d t o a s h a r e o f t h e i n h e r i t a n c e . S u c h a b e q u e s t
c a n n o t i n c l u d e I s l ā m i c h e i r s a s t h e y i n h e r i t a u t o m a t i c a l l y f r o m t h e
e s t a t e o f t h e d e c e a s e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e S h a r ī ʿ a h .



The Following Should Be Considered 

When Writing A Wasiyyah (Will):

❖ T h e d i s c h a r g e o f r e l i g i o u s d e b t s ( f i d y a h o f m i s s e d f a s t s a n d p r a y e r s ,
u n d i s c h a r g e d z a k ā h u n p e r f o r m e d H a j j , u n p e r f o r m e d q u r b ā n ī ) c a n
o n l y b e f u l f i l l e d i f a w a ṣ ī y y a h i s m a d e . I t i s w ā j i b ( c o m p u l s o r y ) t o
m a k e a w a ṣ ī y y a h f o r s u c h d e b t s . S u c h d e b t s c a n o n l y b e d i s c h a r g e d
f r o m t h e o n e t h i r d ( 1 / 3 ) o f t h e w a ṣ ī y y a h . I f n o m o n e y r e m a i n s a f t e r
t h e p a y m e n t o f f u n e r a l e x p e n s e s a n d f i n a n c i a l d e b t s , t h e n t h e s e
o b l i g a t i o n s s h o u l d n o t b e d i s c h a r g e d .

❖ S i m i l a r l y , i f a f t e r t h e d i s c h a r g e o f f u n e r a l e x p e n s e s a n d a n y
f i n a n c i a l d e b t s , t h e r e l i g i o u s d e b t s e x c e e d o n e t h i r d o f t h e
r e m a i n i n g e s t a t e , t h e n o n l y u p t o o n e t h i r d o f t h e e s t a t e c o u l d b e
u s e d t o d i s c h a r g e s u c h r e l i g i o u s o b l i g a t i o n s .



The Following Should Be Considered 

When Writing A Wasiyyah (Will):

❖ T h e r e m a i n d e r s h a l l b e l e f t t o t h e d i s c r e t i o n o f t h e i n h e r i t o r s . I f
t h e i n h e r i t o r s w i s h t o g i v e m o r e t h a n t h e o n e t h i r d t o d i s c h a r g e
r e l i g i o u s d e b t s , t h e n a l l t h e i n h e r i t o r s m u s t b e b ā l i g h ( m a t u r e ) a n d
g i v e w i t h t h e i r o w n f r e e w i l l i . e . , w i t h o u t a n y p r e s s u r e o r
p e r s u a s i o n .

❖ W a ṣ ī y y a h f o r a n y h a r m f u l a c t i v i t y o r i n n o v a t i o n ( b i d ʿ a h ) s h a l l n o t b e
c a r r i e d o u t .



The Following Should Be Considered 

When Writing A Wasiyyah (Will):

❖ S i n c e a l a r g e n u m b e r o f p e o p l e a r e o v e r c o m e b y b i d ʿ a h
( i n n o v a t i o n s ) , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h r e g a r d s t o f u n e r a l s , a M u s l i m
s h o u l d a l s o o r d e r i n h i s / h e r w i l l t h a t h e / s h e s h o u l d b e p r e p a r e d f o r
b u r i a l a n d b u r i e d u p o n t h e s u n n a h a n d I s l ā m i c m e t h o d a n d f o r b i d
i n n o v a t i v e p r a c t i c e s .

❖ I t i s f o r b i d d e n t o m a k e a w i l l i n o r d e r t o c a u s e o p p r e s s i o n a n d
h a r m , f o r e x a m p l e , a p e r s o n m a k e s a w i l l s o t h a t t h e i n h e r i t o r s g e t
a t h i r d l e s s t h a n w h a t t h e y w o u l d h a v e , o r h e m a k e s a w i l l c o n t r a r y
t o t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f s h a r ī ʿ a h .



The Following Should Be Considered 

When Writing A Wasiyyah (Will):

❖ H e / s h e s h o u l d h a v e a s w i t n e s s e s a t l e a s t t w o j u s t M u s l i m s w h o a r e
n o t b e n e f i c i a r i e s / i n h e r i t o r s .

❖ T h e w i t n e s s e s s h o u l d w i t n e s s t h e s i g n i n g a n d d e c l a r a t i o n o n l y b y
t h e t e s t a t o r ( i . e . , o n e w h o m a k e s t h e W i l l ) a t t h e e n d o f t h e w i l l a n d
m u s t s i g n i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e t e s t a t o r a n d o f e a c h o t h e r .

❖ C o n s u l t w i t h y o u r l o c a l a l i m s a n d l a w y e r s w h e n d r a f t i n g y o u r w i l l .



Template of an Islamic will

In the Name of Allāh, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
Islāmic Last Will and Testament

OF ________________________________________________________________________ ID No.:
____________________________________
RESIDING AT
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DATE OF BIRTH ______________ TELEPHONE__________________ TODAY’S DATE______________________

ARTICLE I: PREAMBLE
While being in full mental capacity and good health, I, ________________________________________, a Muslim,
do hereby declare and certify this as my Last Will and Testament. I also do hereby declare that this
document revokes any and all former wills and codicils that I may have previously written.



Template of an Islamic will

….cont.
I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allāh, and I bear
witness that Prophet Muḥammad isصلى الله عليه وسلم His servant and Messenger. I ask my
relatives, friends and anyone reading this will, whether or not they believe
as I do, to respect my beliefs and wishes. Please do not obstruct or alter this
document. Rather, ensure that I am buried as I ask, and that my property is
divided as I ask.
I also say to my relatives and friends what the Prophets Ibrāhīm and
Yaʿqūb e said to their sons: “O my sons, indeed Allāh has chosen for you
this religion, so do not die except while you are Muslims.” (Sūrah al-Baqarah,
2:132)



ARTICLE II: MY IMMEDIATE FAMILY
A. I am married to _______________________________and all references in this Will to my

husband/wife(s) are references to this person.
B. I am the father/mother of the following children whose names and dates of birth are:
1. _______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________________________________

8. ________________________________________________________________________

9. ________________________________________________________________________

10. ________________________________________________________________________

Template of an Islamic will



ARTICLE III: EXECUTOR
A. I hereby appoint the person named below to serve as the executor of my will. I thereby
entrust control of my entire estate (cash, bank accounts, real property, shares in any
business, and any other property not mentioned in this Will), to the person/s named
below, who shall distribute it according to my wishes and Islāmic law.
1. __________________________________________________ID No.: __________________________________
2. __________________________________________________ID No.: __________________________________

or, if he/she/they fail to survive me by 45 days,
3. __________________________________________________ID No.: __________________________________
4. __________________________________________________ID No.: __________________________________

or, if he/she/they fail to survive me by 45 days,
The qāḍī (Islamic judge) ____________________________________of the community.

Otherwise, the ʾImām of the local Sunnī Muslim community at ____________________________________ Masjid.

Template of an Islamic will



B. I direct that my executor takes all actions Islāmically and legally permissible to execute the
distribution of my estate as simply and as expeditiously as possible.
C. I give my executor power to sell my property, real, personal or mixed, without a court order and
without bond, in accordance with the laws of Sharīʿah.
D. I give my executor power to settle any claim for or against my estate.
E. In the event of any one or more of the executors dying during the term of office, or declining to
act for any reason whatsoever, then the remaining or surviving Executor(s) shall be authorised to
act on my behalf.
F. If all decline to act, then I declare that the Dārul Qaḍāʾ ____________________________________ or other

competent Dārul Iftāʾ ____________________________________________ shall be authorized to appoint one or
more executor/s.

Template of an Islamic will



ARTICLE IV: ARBITRATION
Any disputes regarding this Will shall be adjudicated via private, binding Arbitration by
a neutral Arbitrator. I hereby appoint ________________________________ ID No.:
____________________________________ to serve as the Arbitrator. If he/she/it is unable or
unwilling to serve as Arbitrator, I direct that ________________________________ ID No.:
____________________________________ be appointed. The Arbitrator shall use his/her/its
judgment and knowledge to resolve any and all disputes regarding this Will while
adhering strictly to the directions contained therein as well as Islāmic law. The
judgment of the Arbitrator shall be final and legally enforceable, without regard if the
disputing parties consider his/her/its judgment imperfect.

Template of an Islamic will



NOTE:
I hereby direct that the executor/s of my estate apply the assets in my estate in the 
following order of priority as required by Islāmic law.
A. First to the payment of my funeral expenses.
B. Second to the payment of all my debts.
C. Third to the payment of the bequests as set out in terms of Islāmic law.
D. Fourth to the distribution of the remainder of my estate to my Islāmic heirs.

Template of an Islamic will



ARTICLE V: BURIAL ARRANGEMENTS
I ordain that my body be prepared for burial in keeping with the Sunnī Muslim Law
(Sharīʿah). I ask that under no circumstances shall my body be voluntarily turned over for
an autopsy, or embalming, or organ donation. My body must be prepared for burial, and
buried, according to the Sharīʿah. Absolutely no non-Islāmic religious service or
observance shall be conducted upon my death, or on my body, or at the grave site. No
pictures, symbols, or music should be involved at any stage of my burial.
My body may not be transported over any unreasonable distance from the locality of my
death unless necessitated by the circumstances. My grave should face in the direction of
the Kaʿbah in Makkah, Saudi Arabia. My body must be buried without casket or any other
encasement that separates the shroud from the surrounding soil if the local law allows.
My grave must be covered with dirt only. My burial must take place as soon as possible.

Template of an Islamic will



ARTICLE VI: CUSTODY OF MINOR CHILDREN AND GUARDIAN

If, at my death, any of my children are minors, I recommend that my husband/wife
________________________________ ID No.: ____________________________________ be appointed guardian of
my minor children, provided he/she is a Muslim. If he/she is unable or unwilling to serve as
personal guardian, I recommend that ________________________________ ID No.:
____________________________________ be appointed guardian of my minor children. If he/she is unable
or unwilling to serve as personal guardian, I recommend that ________________________________ ID No.:
____________________________________ be appointed guardian of my minor children. If he/she is unable
or unwilling to serve as personal guardian, I recommend that ________________________________ ID No.:
____________________________________ be appointed guardian of my minor children.

Template of an Islamic will



In all cases, I urge that all my minor children be raised as practicing Sunnī Muslims
and not in any way be indoctrinated into any other faith, religion, or sect of Islām. I
direct that no bond be required of any personal guardian. Any property or other
inheritance that this Will gives to any of my minor children shall be administered
by their guardian in their best interest.

Template of an Islamic will

ARTICLE VII: DEBTS AND EXPENSES
I direct my executor:
A. Return to the rightful owners all trust and property (Annexure C) that are in my care at the time
of my death.
B. To first apply the assets of my estate to the payment of all my legal debts (Annexure B), including
such expenses incurred by my last illness and burial as well as the expenses of the administration of
my estate.



ARTICLE VIII: BEQUESTS

A. I direct my executor to pay any outstanding ‘obligation due to Allāh’ binding on me:

A.1 Unpaid Zakāh ________________________________________________________________________

A.2 Unaccomplished Ḥajj ________________________________________________________________________

A.3 Unkept Ṣawm (Fasts) ________________________________________________________________________

A.4 Unperformed Ṣalāh (Prayers) ________________________________________________________________________

A.5 Unfulfilled Kaffārah ________________________________________________________________________

A.6 Undischarged Qurbānī (ʾUḍḥiyah)______________________________________________________________________

A.7 Undischarged Vows ________________________________________________________________________

A.8 Interest [impermissible income] _______________________________________________________________________

Accordingly, I hereby direct that such amounts shall be paid to such persons or institutions as my executor/s in their absolute
discretion, shall determine to be entitled there to according to the laws of Islām.

Template of an Islamic will



B. I direct my executor to pay the following amount from any remainder of my estate to
the people or groups listed below. The following entities are not already guaranteed a
portion of my estate.

____________________________________________ …...... % of the total remainder
____________________________________________…...... % of the total remainder
____________________________________________ …...… % of the total remainder
____________________________________________ …...… % of the total remainder
____________________________________________ …...… % of the total remainder

Template of an Islamic will



Note: The total amount payable under this clause (ARTICLE VIII: BEQUESTS) shall not,
however, exceed 33.33% (one third) of the net value of my estate after the payment of my
entire lawful obligation and all debts contracted by me during my lifetime, including
funeral expenses.

Should any Bequest of mine as described above be in conflict with Islāmic law, then the
Dārul Qaḍāʾ ____________________________________________or other competent Dārul Iftāʾ
___________________________________________ shall have the power to adjust/modify such a
bequest in order that it complies with Islāmic law.

Template of an Islamic will



ARTICLE IX: DISTRIBUTION OF THE REMAINDER OF MY ESTATE
I direct my executor:
1. To distribute the residue and remainder of my estate to the rightful heirs strictly in
accordance with the tenets of Sunnī Muslim law of inheritance.
2. In case of any difficulty or disputes in distributing my estate according to this Will, the
matter should be referred to the previously declared Arbitrator.

ARTICLE X: SEPARABILITY
If any part of this will is determined invalid by a court, the other parts shall remain valid
and enforceable.

Template of an Islamic will



ARTICLE XI: CONCLUSION
This concludes my Last Will and Testament. “Then, whoever alters it [i.e., the bequest]
after he has heard it - the sin is only upon those who have altered it.” (Sūrah al-Baqarah,
2:181)
I subscribe my name to this Will this day ______ of ______________________, 20_____ at ________
a.m./p.m. and do hereby declare that I sign and execute this instrument as my last Will
and that I sign it willingly, that I execute it as my free and voluntary act for the purposes
therein expressed, and that I am of age or otherwise legally empowered to make a Will,
under no constraint or undue influence.

________________________________________ _________________________
Full Name and Signature Date and Time

Template of an Islamic will



WITNESSES

On this day, ____________________________date of ___________________________________________, the undersigned declared to us that this
instrument was his/her Will and requested us to act as witnesses to it. He/She thereupon signed this Will in our presence, all of us
being present at the same time. We now, at his/her request, in his/her presence, and in the presence of each other, subscribe our
names as witnesses and declare that we understand this to be his/her Last Will, and that, to the best of our knowledge the testator is
of the age of majority, or is otherwise legally empowered to make a Will, and under no constraint or undue influence.
Witness 1. __________________________________________________ ID No.: ___________________________

Full Name

_________________________________________ __________________________
Signature Date and Time

Witness 2. ___________________________________________ ID No.: _____________________________________
Full Name

___________________________________ __________________________
Signature Date and Time

Template of an Islamic will



ANNEXURE A
ASSETS

Template of an Islamic will

1. Fixed Assets like property etc.    2. Movable assets like cars etc. 
3. Cash- bank accounts, physical cash, jewellery, coins etc. 4. Businesses 



ANNEXURE B
DEBTS

Template of an Islamic will



ANNEXURE C
Trusts/Amānāt

Template of an Islamic will



Missed Prayers And Fast Of The Deceased And 
Paying Expiation (Fidyah)

➢ Ṣalāh and fasting is one of the most superlative acts of worshipping Allāh. 

➢ T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  ṣ a l ā h a n d  f a s t i n g  h a s  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  r e p e a t e d l y  
b y  A l l ā h  a n d  H i s  M e s s e n g e r  n .

➢ I f  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  t h e  d e c e a s e d  h a d  m i s s e d  s o m e  o b l i g a t o r y  p r a y e r s  
t h e n  m a k i n g  u p  t h o s e  p r a y e r s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  i s  n o t  v a l i d .

N a b ī n s a i d :  
“None should pray on behalf  another  nor  should one fast  on 

behalf  of  another. ”
Muʾaṭṭa Mālik #674



Missed Prayers And Fast Of The Deceased And 
Paying Expiation (Fidyah)

➢ There is no hadith which mentions paying the fidyah for missed ṣalāh as mentioned
regarding the Fidyah for missed fast. Hence one must diligently perform one’s ṣalāh. The
fuqahāʾ did analogy on fasting in hopes that Allāh will forgive the missed obligatory
prayers. Fidyah can only be given from the estate if the deceased made a bequeath for it.

➢ However, the expiation should be limited to one third of the estate. If the expiation
exceeds one third, the heirs are not obliged to observe the excess. If, however, they do
so voluntarily then that is permissible (on condition they are bāligh).

The expiation is 1.75 kg of wheat or its cash equivalent for every prayer missed including 
the witr prayer. $7.50 x 6 salah a day x 365 days a year = ($16,425)



Missed Prayers And Fast Of The Deceased And 
Paying Expiation (Fidyah)

➢ Majority of the scholars including the Ḥanafīs, Shāfiʿīs and Ḥanbalīs are of the opinion
that if a person dies after the fast of Ramaḍān have become obligatory for him, but was
unable to observe the fast due to a legally valid excuse such as illness, travelling,
pregnancy, old age and that condition remained right until he died for instance a
person was sick in Ramaḍān and died in Ramaḍān or remained sick after Ramḍān and died
in the sickness without getting time to make qaḍāʾ while healthy then the obligation of
fasting is suspended and there is no need to make up for these fasts, nor is there any
need for expiation (fidyah). This person will not be considered wrongful for missing his
fast. T h e Ḥ a d ī t h o f N a b i n t h a t :

“A person who dies  after  the fast  of  R a ma ḍān have become 
obl igatory for  him but  was  unable  to  observe the fast  due to  a  
val id excuse is  not  considered blameworthy or  l iable  to  fast ”



Missed Prayers And Fast Of The Deceased And 
Paying Expiation (Fidyah)

➢ The scholars are of the opinion that it is not permissible for any person to make up for 
the fasts of another person who has failed to fast during the month of Ramaḍān and died 
after having been able to make it up. Instead the poor should be fed.

➢ The heirs  are  obl iged to  render  expiat ion  by  feeding  the  
poor ,  provided the  deceased had made a  bequest  to  that  
ef fect .  



Missed Prayers And Fast Of The Deceased And 
Paying Expiation (Fidyah)

➢ However, the expiation should be limited to one third of the estate. If the expiation 
exceeds one third, the heirs are not obliged to observe the excess. If, however, they do 
so voluntarily then that is permissible (on condition they are bāligh).

➢ The expiation is 3.5 kg of dates or barley or 1.75 kg of wheat or their cash equivalent for 
every fast missed.

➢ A person will pay the above for each day of fast/ṣalāh missed. Alternatively, one who 
must pay fidyah can feed one poor person with two complete meals for each fast that 
he misses. If one is giving fidyah in grains or cash, he/she can distribute it to several 
poor persons.

➢ The poor and the needy ones are deserving recipients of fidyah. It is best to give it to 
the poor and needy practicing Muslims. It is not permissible to give ‘rich’ ‘well to do’ 
Muslims fidyah.





WHAT SHOULD BE DONE AS 
DEATH APPROACHES



What To Do When A Person Is Dying 

✓ When the s igns of death manifest o n a person it is
laudab le (but not necessary) to lay the person on his
r ight s ide with the l imbs straightened and facing the
qibla .

✓ I f this p roves to be dif f icult then he/sh e can be ass iste d
to l ie on his/her back, legs stretched towards the q i b l a h
an d h ead r aised against some f orm of head rest (pi l lo w
or cushion) .

✓ I f moving the m u ḥ t a ḍ a r ( dying person ) causes
discomfort , then it is best to leave them as they are .



What To Do When A Person Is Dying 

✓ Those  present  around the  dying  person should  gently  
encourage  him or  her  to  recite  the  declarat ion of  fa i th  
by  recit ing  the  fo l lowing yoursel f :

“Lā i lāha i l lā Llahu Muḥammadur - Rasūlul lāh ”  
There  is  no  god but  Al lah,  and Muḥammad is  h is  Messenger

It is related that the Prophet Muḥammad  صلى الله عليه وسلمsaid: 
“Instruct the dying to say Lā ilāha illā Llah (there is no 
god but Allāh) because it will eliminate previous sins.” 

Muslim #2123



What To Do When A Person Is Dying 

✓ Recite  S ū r a h Y ā s ī n in  a  calm low voice  that  does  not  
disturb  the  m u ḥ t a d a r .

Nothing will happen to a person who reads it desiring 
Allāh and the abode of the Hereafter except that Allāh 

will forgive him, so recite Yāsīn over the dying. 
Ābū Dāwūd #3121



What To Do When A Person Has Passed Away

✓ When the  m u ḥ t a ḍ a r has  passed away,  i f  the  eyes  are  s t i l l  
open they  should  be  c losed as  per  the  act ions  of  Nabī  n

“Umm Salamāh d narrated, ‘The Messenger of Allāh 
n came to see Abū Salamāh a when his sight had 
become fixed (with his eyes open, as he had already 

passed away). So the Prophet n, closed his eyes”
Muslim #2003



What To Do When A Person Has Passed Away 

✓ After  c los ing  the  eyes  c lose  the  jaw gently  and keep i t  in  
place  by  ty ing  a  s tr ip  of  c loth  around the  head and t ie  i t  
f irmly  at  the  top.

✓ Straighten al l of the l imbs gently but do not force them .
Place th e legs together and th e ankles together with a
str ip of cloth so they stay in place .

✓ Remo ve al l jewelry fro m the b ody, esp ecial ly f or women
such as rings , necklaces , earr ings , nose piercings e . tc .



What To Do When A Person Has Passed Away 

✓ I f there is a ny fear of the sto mach bloat ing, then place
something heavy on the abdomen.

✓ Cover the body with a shroud .
✓ Unti l the body is carr ied away, s i t bes ides the m a y y ī t

( the corpse) and pray for the deceased forgiveness .
✓ I t is strongly recommen ded not to delay the J a n ā z a h

ṣ a l ā h and the burial .



The Sunnah Method of Taʿzīyyah
(Visiting the House of the Deceased)



It is related that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلمsaid, “Speak well of the 
dead, because the angles pronounce “Āmīn upon what 

the family of the deceased say.” 
Sunan-an-Nasa’i #1825

▪ When s omeone passes away, the p eople who are going
for t a ʿz ī y y a h should only s ay good words for the
deceased .

▪ They should als o ask for forgiveness fo r thems elves and
for the deceased because at that t ime the angels s ay
Ā m ī n to the d u ʿā ʾ s .

The Sunnah Method of Taʿziyyah



Nabī n said, one who offers ta ʿzīyah receives a 
reward equal to the one who has been afflicted 

by the loss.
Tirmidhī #1073

▪ The ess ence of t a ʿz ī y a h i s to say something that makes
the bereaved feel better .

▪ The best t ime for t a ʿz ī y a h i s immediate ly after the burial .
▪ According to the teachings of our Prophet n t a ʿz ī y a t

carr ies a lot of reward.

The Sunnah Method of Taʿziyyah



▪ The vis i tors should b usy themselves in praying and
d u ʿ ā ʾ . They sho uld console th e member s of the household
an d ref rain fro m askin g awkward quest ions relat ing to
the deceased .

▪ We should tr y and vis i t the house of th e deceas ed within
the three -day mourning period if poss ib le .

▪ There is no basis to the custom wh ere upon arrival of
new guests , incense st icks are l i t , and group
suppl icat ion takes place .

The Sunnah Method of Taʿziyyah



▪ The custom of  announcing  and arranging col lect ive  
recitat ions  of  the  g lor ious  Q u r ʾ ā n immediately  af ter  the  
burial  of  the  deceased has  no  bas is  in  the  s u n n a h .

▪ There  is  no  harm in  doing  d u ʿ ā ʾ but  considering  i t  an  
obl igat ion which every  v is i tor  must  undertake  is  
incorrect .  ( Kitābun Nawāzi l )

The Sunnah Method of Taʿziyyah



Preparing Food For The Household Of The Deceased During 
The Mourning Period

I t  was  narrated that  ‘Abdullah bin Ja ’ far s said:
“When news of  the death of  Ja ʿ far  was brought,  the 

Messenger  of  Al l āh n said:  ‘Prepare food for  the family  
of  Ja ʿ far ,  for  there  has  come to  them that  which is  keeping 

them busy or  something which is  keeping them busy. ”

When the  cousin  of  Rasūlul lāh  n ,  Ja ʿ fa r  apassed away,  he  
instruct ed his  household  to  send food to  the  household  of  

the  deceased.

Jāmiʿ Tirmidhī #998



Preparing Food For The Household Of The Deceased During 
The Mourning Period

I t is M u s t a ḥ a b (des irable) that food is sent to the household o f
the deceased which is suff ic ient for one day and one night .

This fo od should be sent by the neighbours or the people
close to the household .

The food should also just be sent , there is no eviden ce tha t
the peo ple sen ding the food should s i t an d par take of the food
with the household of the deceased.



Preparing Food For The Household Of The Deceased During 
The Mourning Period

There i s also no evidence that th e fo od should be sent for
more than on e day an d n ight , an d that f ood sh ould be
prepared for vis i tors as wel l .

The cus tom wh ere groups of people get together and take
turns in sendin g food for a number of days sharing th e cost
has no basis .

Furthermore , invit ing people f or food after a certa in n umber
of days also has no bas is .



Preparing Food For The Household Of The Deceased During 
The Mourning Period

We have to  be  very careful  that  customs which have been 
passed down through generations  are  not  priorit ised in  

such a  way that  one bel ieves i t  to  be  part  of  rel igion.



May Allāh تعالىوسبحانه give us the ability to be prepared when our death
approaches, practice on the true Dīn and what has been said. Āmīn.

آخر دعوانا عن الحمد للہ رب العالمین و
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